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(57) ABSTRACT

A transport device includes a transport unit that transports a
paper sheet, a cutter unit that cuts the paper sheet, and a
controller that, when transport of the paper sheet is to be
halted, controls the transport unit so that the transport unit
halts an ideal cut line of the paper sheet corresponding to a
specified length of the paper sheet at a more upstream side in
a direction of the transport of the paper sheet when a specified
length of the paper sheet is shorter than a threshold length
than when the specified length of the paper sheet is longer
than the threshold length.
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TRANSPORT DEVICE, TRANSPORT
METHOD, IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS,
AND IMAGE FORMING METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on and claims priority under 35
USC 119 from Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-263855
filed Nov. 30, 2012.

BACKGROUND
Technical Field

The present invention relates to a transport device, a trans-
port method, an image forming apparatus, and an image
forming method.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the invention, there is provided a
transport device including a transport unit that transports a
paper sheet, a cutter unit that cuts the paper sheet, and a
controller that, when transport of the paper sheet is to be
halted, controls the transport unit so that the transport unit
halts an ideal cut line of the paper sheet corresponding to a
specified length of the paper sheet at a more upstream side in
adirection of the transport of the paper sheet when a specified
length of the paper sheet is shorter than a threshold length
than when the specified length of the paper sheet is longer
than the threshold length.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 generally illustrates an image forming system of an
exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a function block diagram illustrating a general
controller;

FIGS. 3A and 3B generally illustrate a movable transport
path;

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate an operation of a paper feeder
device;

FIGS. 5A through 5C illustrate an operation of a first
motor;

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate a relationship between an
operational status and a deceleration start timing of the first
motor;

FIG. 7 is a timing diagram illustrating the operation of the
first motor in a first transport mode;

FIGS. 8-1A and 8-1B are timing diagrams illustrating the
operation of the first motor in a second transport mode;

FIGS. 8-2A and 8-2B illustrate an operation of a cutter unit
and a paper sheet in contrast to a stationary period caused by
a standby state of FIGS. 8-1A and 8-1B;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a process flow of a trans-
port controller;

FIG. 10 illustrates a transport state of a short-length paper
sheet;

FIG. 11 is a timing diagram illustrating operations of the
first and third motors in a third transport mode;

FIGS. 12-1A through 12-1C are timing diagrams illustrat-
ing the operations of the first and third motors in a fourth
transport mode;
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2

FIGS. 12-2A through 12-2C illustrate an operation of the
cutter unit and the paper sheet in contrast to a stationary
period caused by a standby state of FIGS. 12-1A through
12-1C;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a process flow of the
transport controller;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a process flow of the
transport controller;

FIGS. 15-1A and 15-1B are timing diagrams illustrating
the operation of the first motor in a fifth transport mode;

FIGS. 15-2A and 15-2B illustrate an operation of the cutter
unit and the paper sheet in contrast to a stationary period
caused by a standby state of FIGS. 15-1A and 15-1B;

FIGS. 16-1A and 16-1B are timing diagrams illustrating
the operations of the first and third motors in a sixth transport
mode;

FIGS. 16-2A and 16-2B illustrate an operation of the cutter
unit and the paper sheet in contrast to a stationary period
caused by a standby state of FIGS. 16-1A and 16-1B; and

FIGS. 17A and 17B diagrammatically illustrate a modifi-
cation of the exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In an exemplary embodiment, a roll of paper sheet P is
transported and then cut to each piece of paper sheet P having
apredetermined length by a cutter unit. While the paper sheet
P is transported, transport of the paper sheet P may be tem-
porarily halted before a cut line of the paper sheet P reaches a
cutter unit, for example, when a leading end of the paper sheet
P reaches a standby position where the leading end of the
paper sheet P stays standby.

The cut line of the halted paper sheet P may be too close to
the cutter unit. In such a case, even if the paper sheet P is
halted immediately after the paper sheet P resumes motion,
the cut line may be difficult to halt at the cutter unit, and the
paper sheet P may halt with the cut line passing by the cutter
unit. In other words, the length of a cut paper sheet P can be
longer than a predetermined length.

In the exemplary embodiment, when a cut line of the paper
sheet P approaches the cutter unit, the paper sheet P is once
halted close to a standby position to ensure a distance between
the cut line and the cutter unit.

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 generally illustrates an image forming system 1 of
an exemplary embodiment. In response to an instruction, the
image forming system 1 forms an image on a roll of paper
sheet P that is to be cut. The image forming system 1 includes
a paper feeder device 100 that supplies the paper sheet P, an
image forming apparatus 200 that forms an image on the
paper sheet P supplied from the paper feeder device 100, and
a control device 300 that generally controls the image form-
ing system 1. The image forming system 1 also includes a
paper transport passage R that allows the paper sheet P to be
transported therethrough from the paper feeder device 100 to
the image forming apparatus 200.

The paper feeder device (transport device) 100 includes a
feeder unit (supply unit) 10 that is loaded with the roll of
paper sheet P and extends from an upstream side to a down-
stream side in a transport direction of the paper sheet P, first
rollers 11, second rollers 13, third rollers 15, and fourth
rollers 17, each roller pair rotating to transport the paper sheet
P, and a discharge port 27 that discharges the paper sheet P
toward the image forming apparatus 200.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the paper feeder device 100 further
includes a cutter unit of the exemplary embodiment between
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the second rollers 13 and the third rollers 15 in the paper
transport passage R. The cutter unit includes a sensor 21 that
detects a pass of the paper sheet P and a cutter 23 that cuts the
paper sheet P by a sheet length instructed by an instruction
unit. The cutter 23 may be of any type. For example, the cutter
23 may be guillotine type in which a cutter blade moves
vertically with respect to the paper sheet P, or a rotary cutter
type in which a cutter blade moves in the direction of width of
the paper sheet P. The paper feeder device 100 also includes a
movable transport path 25 that allows the paper sheet P to
curve between the third rollers 15 and the fourth rollers 17 in
the paper transport passage R.

The paper teeder device 100 further includes a first motor
M1 that rotates the first rollers 11 and the second rollers 13, a
second motor M2 that rotates the third rollers 15, and a third
motor M3 that rotates the fourth rollers 17. The first motor M1
through the third motor M3 are stepping motors.

The paper feeder device 100 further includes a transport
controller 30 that controls elements of the paper feeder device
100.

The firstrollers 11, the first motor M1, the fourth rollers 17,
and the third motor M3 are an example of the transport unit.
The first motor M1 is part of a first transport section and a
third transport section. The third motor M3 is an example of
a second transport section. The transport controller 30 is an
example of a controller and a modifying unit in the exemplary
embodiment.

The image forming apparatus 200 includes inputrollers 51,
an image forming mechanism 55, and discharge rollers 53.
The input rollers 51, when rotating, receive the paper sheet P
discharged through the discharge port 27 of the paper feeder
device 100. The image forming mechanism 55 of the exem-
plary embodiment forms an image on the paper sheet P trans-
ported by the input rollers 51. The discharge rollers 53 dis-
charge from the image forming apparatus 200 the paper sheet
P having the image formed thereon by the image forming
mechanism 55.

The image forming apparatus 200 includes an image form-
ing controller 60 that controls elements of the image forming
apparatus 200.

The image forming mechanism 55 forms an image using an
ink-jet method. Optionally, the image forming mechanism 55
may form an image using an electrophotographic method or
any other method.

The control device 300 includes a general controller 90 that
controls elements of the image forming system 1. The control
device 300 receives instruction information from auser and in
response to the instruction information, outputs instruction
information to the paper feeder device 100 or any other
device.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the paper feeder device 100, the
image forming apparatus 200, and the control device 300 are
separate entities. When the image forming apparatus 200
completes image forming, the image forming system 1 out-
puts a paper feed instruction to feed a next paper sheet P. If the
image forming is not yet complete, or if the image forming
apparatus 200 is not yet ready to receive the paper sheet P, the
paper feeder device 100 keeps the next paper sheet P on
standby for the paper feed instruction. If a paper feed instruc-
tion is provided, the next paper sheet P is transported from the
paper feeder device 100 to the image forming apparatus 200
without being on standby.

Asillustrated in FIG. 1, the control device 300 includes the
general controller 90. Optionally, the function of the general
controller 90 may be implemented by the transport controller
30 in the paper feeder device 100 or the image forming
controller 60 in the image forming apparatus 200.
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FIG. 2 is a function block diagram of the general controller
90.

The general controller 90 of the exemplary embodiment
receives image forming data as a data signal related to image
forming from a user interface Ul or a personal computer that
has received the instruction information from the user. The
general controller 90 obtains, from the input image forming
data, information that is used to instruct an image to be
formed, for example, a length and width of the paper sheet P.
For example, the paper sheet length may be set in steps of 1
mm, and any sheet size including sheet size A may be set.

The general controller 90 receives, via the transport con-
troller 30, a detected signal of the paper sheet P from the
sensor 21 and output pulse counts OTP (as described below)
respectively from the first motor M1 through the third motor
M3. The general controller 90 receives instruction informa-
tion or transport status of the paper sheet P (normal or faulty
state).

The general controller 90 also receives from the image
forming controller 60 information specifying a file format
and a procedure of a data signal.

The general controller 90 outputs to the transport controller
30 information related to the paper sheet length and start of
the transport of the paper sheet P. The general controller 90
also outputs control signals respectively to the first motor M1
through the third motor M3, and the cutter 23 via the transport
controller 30.

The general controller 90 outputs a control signal to the
image forming mechanism 55 via the image forming control-
ler 60. The general controller 90 further outputs to the image
forming controller 60 the data signal in accordance with the
data format and procedure specified by the image forming
controller 60.

The transport controller 30 receives a control signal from
the image forming controller 60. The transport controller 30
further receives from the image forming controller 60 an
instruction (I/O) to receive the paper sheet P at the image
forming mechanism 55 and a signal (I/O) to end the image
forming or the transport of the paper sheet P. The paper feeder
device 100 of the exemplary embodiment feeds the paper
sheet P to the image forming apparatus 200 in response to a
feed instruction to receive a next paper sheet P from the image
forming controller 60.

The general controller 90, the transport controller 30, and
the image forming controller 60 are implemented when
respective central processing units (CPUs) read predeter-
mined programs onto random-access memories (RAMs) and
execute the read programs.

A movable transport path 25 included in the paper feeder
device 100 is described below.

FIGS. 3A and 3B generally illustrate the movable transport
path 25.

As illustrated in FIG. 3A, the movable transport path (ac-
commodating unit) 25 includes plate members arranged
along the paper transport passage R. More specifically, the
movable transport path 25 include a movable plate 251 and a
fixed plate 253 mutually facing each other with the paper
transport passage R interposed therebetween.

The movable plate 251 includes a rotary shaft 255 at one
edge thereof across the transport direction of the paper sheet
P. With the movable plate 251 and the rotary shaft 255 pivot-
ally rotated about an axis of the rotary shaft 255, the edge of
the movable plate 251 opposed to the rotary shaft 255 is
spaced apart from or close to the paper transport passage R.
The fixed plate 253 is fixed with respect to the paper transport
passage R.
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Asillustrated in FIG. 3B, the paper sheet P transported may
curve or loop depending on a difference between a transport
speed ofthe paper sheet P at the third rollers 15 and a transport
speed of the paper sheet P at the fourth rollers 17 (see FIG. 1).
The movable plate 251 of the movable transport path 25
pivots on the rotary shaft 255 in response to the curving of the
paper sheet P in a manner such that the paper transport pas-
sage R is widened. At least part of a curving portion of the
paper sheet P is present in space formed in the movable
transport path 25.

In the exemplary embodiment, the movable transport path
25 covers the curved portion, thereby controlling paper jam-
ming that can be caused if the curved portion of the paper
sheet P touches another element.

An operation of the image forming system 1 is described
with reference to FIGS. 1 through 4A and 4B. FIGS. 4A and
4B illustrate the operation of the paper feeder device 100.

The general controller 90 receives image forming data via
the user interface Ul or personal computer in response to an
input operation of a user. Upon receiving the image forming
data, the general controller 90 transfers to the image forming
controller 60 the image forming data in a predetermined file
format. In parallel with the transfer of the image forming data
to the image forming controller 60, the general controller 90
outputs instruction information obtained from the image
forming data to the transport controller 30.

Upon receiving the transferred image forming data and
completing the preparation for image forming, the image
forming controller 60 outputs to the transport controller 30 an
instruction information signal (paper feed signal) to feed the
paper sheet P. When the transport controller 30 receives the
paper feed signal from the image forming controller 60, the
paper feeder device 100 starts feeding the paper sheet P to the
image forming apparatus 200.

The image forming apparatus 200 forms an image on the
paper sheet P, and discharges the paper sheet P having the
image formed thereon to the outside. The image forming
controller 60 outputs to the transport controller 30 a signal
indicating the end of the image forming and the paper trans-
port. Upon receiving the signal, the transport controller 30
outputs a signal indicating a job end to the general controller
90. If an image is to be formed on a next paper sheet P, the
general controller 90 outputs instruction information.

FIG. 4A illustrates distances along the paper transport
passage R in the paper feeder device 100. Let X1 represent a
distance from the feeder unit 10 to the discharge port 27, and
X2 represent a distance from the cutter 23 to the discharge
port 27. The feeder unit 10 and the cutter 23 are spaced apart
from each other in the paper transport passage R. If the
transport controller 30 starts transporting the paper sheet P
after the image forming controller 60 outputs the instruction
information signal to feed the paper sheet P, it takes time to
start to feed the paper sheet P to the image forming apparatus
200.

The paper feeder device 100 of the exemplary embodiment
expedites the feed timing of the paper sheet P to the image
forming apparatus 200. Before receiving the signal from the
image forming controller 60 (see FIG. 1), the paper feeder
device 100 causes the feeder unit 10 to start feeding the paper
sheet P, and to transport the paper sheet P until a leading end
PL of the paper sheet P in the transport direction reaches the
discharge port 27, and then to wait on standby as illustrated in
FIG. 4B. The third motor M3 that rotates the fourth rollers 17
stops rotating when the leading end PL reaches the discharge
port 27.

The operation of each element in the paper feeder device
100 is specifically described. Before receiving the paper feed
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signal from the image forming controller 60 (FIG. 1), the
transport controller 30 starts transporting the paper sheet P by
driving the first motor M1. If the leading end PL of the paper
sheet P is placed at the cutter 23, the second motor M2 is also
driven. Upon receiving from the sensor 21 a detection signal
of the transported paper sheet P, the transport controller 30
causes the second motor M2 and the third motor M3 to start
rotating at the timings when the leading end PL of the paper
sheet P is transported.

The transport controller 30 causes the third motor M3 to
stop rotating at the timing when the leading end PL of the
paper sheet P reaches the vicinity of the discharge port 27.
The transport controller 30 causes the first motor M1 and the
second motor M2 to stop rotating at the timing when a trans-
port distance of the paper sheet P reaches a paper sheet length
specified by information from the general controller 90 (as
described in detail below). In this way, an ideal cut line on the
trailing end of the paper sheet P where the paper sheet P is to
be cut is aligned with the cutter 23.

If the transport controller 30 receives the paper feed signal
from the image forming controller 60 with the leading end PL.
of'the paper sheet P at the discharge port 27, a period of time
from when the paper feeder device 100 receives the paper
feed signal to when the paper feeding to the image forming
apparatus 200 starts is shortened.

As illustrated in FIG. 4A, the cutter 23 cuts the paper sheet
P after the transport controller 30 receives the paper feed
signal from the image forming controller 60. The paper sheet
P having a paper sheet length shorter than distance X2 is cut
in advance before the paper feed signal is received.

While the image forming apparatus 200 is forming an
image on a preceding paper sheet P in the example of FIGS.
4 A and 4B, the image forming controller 60 outputs the paper
feed signal only after the preceding paper sheet P has been
discharged from the image forming mechanism 55. Since
time for the image forming may be different depending on the
paper sheet length, an amount of data to be printed, and other
factors, there are cases when the timing may be difficult to
predict. The paper sheet P is transported to a standby position
in advance and remains on standby. This arrangement short-
ens time taken from when the preceding paper sheet P passes
through the image forming mechanism 55 to when a next
paper sheet P is fed to the image forming mechanism 55. In
other words, the paper sheet spacing as a distance between the
paper sheets P is narrowed.

The paper feeder device 100 of FIG. 4B allows the paper
sheet P to be curved (looped) in the movable transport path
25. In this way, a difference is allowed between a transport
speed on the second rollers 13 and third rollers 15 and a
transport speed on the fourth rollers 17 with the movable
transport path 25 arranged therebetween in the transport pas-
sage of the paper sheet P.

More specifically, in the exemplary embodiment, the cutter
23 may cut the paper sheet P at the trailing end thereof with
the paper sheet P halted by the second rollers 13 and the third
rollers 15 while the leading end PL of the paper sheet P is
being transported by the fourth rollers 17 toward the image
forming apparatus 200. Furthermore, if the formed curve falls
within a range that absorbs a transport speed difference of the
paper sheet P, the leading end PL of the paper sheet P can be
transported toward the image forming apparatus 200 regard-
less of whether the paper sheet P is halted for a cutting
operation of the cutter 23. A time interval (paper sheet spac-
ing) of the paper sheets P to be fed to the image forming
mechanism 55 is thus reduced.

An operation of the first motor M1 is described below.
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FIGS. 5A through 5C illustrate the operation of the first
motor M1. More specifically, FIG. 5A illustrates a relation-
ship between an output pulse count OTP of the first motor M1
and time. FIG. 5B illustrates a change in the pulse count at
each step (unit time of 10 ms) during an acceleration period of
the first motor M1. FIG. 5C illustrates a change in the pulse
count at each step (unit time of 20 ms) during a deceleration
period of the first motor M1. The “pulse count” in FIGS. 5B
and 5C represents the number of pulses output by the first
motor M1 at each step.

The first motor M1 is a stepping motor as described above.
For the first motor M1 to rotate at a predetermined (constant)
speed, the first motor M1 starts up from a halt state, acceler-
ates in an acceleration period, and then reaches the constant
speed. After the constant speed is maintained (during a con-
stant speed period), the first motor M1 decelerates and then
comes to a halt.

Let ACP represent an acceleration pulse count indicating
the number of pulses used during the acceleration period from
a halt state to the constant speed state of the first motor M1
(see FIG. 5A). Let DCP represent the number of pulses used
during the deceleration period from the constant speed state
to the halt state of the first motor M1 (see FIG. 5A). Let ADP
represent an acceleration and deceleration pulse count which
is the number of pulses used in the acceleration period and the
deceleration period, in other words, the sum of the accelera-
tion pulse count ACP and the deceleration pulse count DCP.

The acceleration pulse count ACP, the deceleration pulse
count DCP, and the acceleration and deceleration pulse count
ADP are unique to the first motor M1, and are definitely
determined by determining the constant speed. Information
of the acceleration pulse count ACP, the deceleration pulse
count DCP, and the acceleration and deceleration pulse count
ADRP is transmitted from the first motor M1 to the transport
controller 30 at the setup of the image forming system 1.

Let STP represents a stop pulse count. The stop pulse count
STP is an output pulse count OTP of the first motor M1 that is
for the first motor M1 to be halted and is determined in
accordance with the specified paper length. Let DSP repre-
sent a deceleration start pulse count. The deceleration start
pulse count DSP is an output pulse count OTP of the first
motor M1 that is for the first motor M1 to start decelerating in
order to cause the first motor M1 rotating at the constant speed
to halt with the stop pulse count STP.

The first motor M1 rotates and transports the paper sheet P
in response to a control signal from the transport controller
30. The operation of the transport controller 30 and the first
motor M1 is described below.

Upon obtaining the instruction information from the gen-
eral controller 90, the transport controller 30 calculates the
stop pulse count STP in response to information of the speci-
fied paper sheet length contained in the instruction informa-
tion. The transport controller 30 determines the deceleration
start pulse count DSP from a difference between the calcu-
lated stop pulse count STP and the deceleration pulse count
DCP.

Upon receiving the paper feed signal, the transport control-
ler 30 starts transporting the paper sheet P by driving the first
motor M1 and counting (monitoring) the output pulse count
OTP of the first motor M1. When the output pulse count OTP
monitored reaches the deceleration start pulse count DSP, the
transport controller 30 starts decelerating the first motor M1.
The transport of the paper sheet P halts with the ideal point of
the paper sheet P at the cutter 23. The output pulse count OTP
of the first motor M1 is then the stop pulse count STP.

In an operation example discussed below, the paper sheet P
is cut to a paper sheet having a specified length of 1800 mm,
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and the first motor M1 is accelerated in accordance with the
change in the pulse count of FIG. 5B and is decelerated in
accordance with the change in the pulse count of FIG. 5C.

If a transport distance of the paper sheet P by one pulse of
the first motor M1 is 10 mm, the first motor M1 is to be halted
when the output pulse count OTP of the first motor M1
becomes 180 pulses in order to transport the paper sheet P by
the specified paper sheet length. As illustrated in FIG. 5C, the
first motor M1 is to be supplied with 56 pulses as the decel-
eration pulse count DCP. The deceleration start timing of the
first motor M1 (the timing of the deceleration start pulse count
DSP as denoted by symbol S1in FIG. 5A) is the timing when
124 pulses (=180 pulses—-56 pulses) have been output since
the start of counting the output pulse count OTP. In other
words, the deceleration start timing is determined in view of
the length of the paper sheet P that has been transported until
the halt of the first motor M1.

The first motor M1 might halt at a position different from
an intended position (specified by the stop pulse count STP),
depending on the relationship with the deceleration start tim-
ing. This is specifically described below.

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate a relationship between the
operational state of the first motor M1 and the deceleration
start timing. More specifically, FIG. 6A illustrates an opera-
tion example in which the first motor M1 reaches the decel-
eration start timing during the acceleration period. FIG. 6B
illustrates an operation example in which the first motor M1
reaches the deceleration start timing during the deceleration
period.

If the first motor M1 reaches the deceleration start timing
S1 (at t611) during the acceleration period as illustrated in
FIG. 6A, the first motor M1 that is in the middle of an
acceleration operation is not able to start a deceleration opera-
tion immediately at the arrival at the deceleration start timing
S1. More specifically, the first motor M1 accelerates to a
constant speed, and then starts decelerating after the comple-
tion of the acceleration (at t612).

The deceleration start timing S1 is determined in accor-
dance with the deceleration pulse count DCP that is based on
the assumption that the deceleration operation starts from the
constant speed state (as illustrated in FIG. 5A). The stop pulse
count STP indicating the number of pulses for halting differs
from the number of pulses on which the first motor M1
actually halts by the pulse count (hatched portion in FIG. 6A)
used from when the first motor M1 reaches the deceleration
start timing S1 (at t611) to when the first motor M1 starts
decelerating (at t612). More specifically, the first motor M1
halts with a pulse count in excess of the stop pulse count STP.

If the first motor M1 reaches the deceleration start timing
S1 (at t622) during the deceleration period as illustrated in
FIG. 6B, the first motor M1 already rotates at a speed lower
than the constant speed. The number of pulses used by the first
motor M1 from the arrival at the deceleration start timing S1
(att622) to the actual halt of the first motor M1 is smaller than
the deceleration pulse count DCP that is based on the assump-
tion that the deceleration operation starts from the constant
speed state (as illustrated in FIG. 5A).

The stop pulse count STP indicating the number of pulses
forhalting differs from the number of pulses on which the first
motor M1 actually halts by the pulse count (hatched portion in
FIG. 6B) used from when the first motor M1 starts deceler-
ating (at t621) to when the first motor M1 reaches the decel-
eration start timing S1 (at t622). More specifically, the first
motor M1 halts before the stop pulse count STP is reached.

Ifthe first motor M1 halts at a position not corresponding to
the stop pulse count STP, the halt position of the paper sheet
P transported and driven by the first motor M1 becomes
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different from an intended position. The paper sheet P may
wait on standby prior to the image forming in the exemplary
embodiment, and as a result, the length of the paper sheet P
cut after halting is subject to variations.

The paper feeder device 100 of the exemplary embodiment
includes a plurality of transport modes according to which the
paper sheet P is transported. The paper feeder device 100
switches between the transport modes in accordance with the
relationship between the operational status of the first motor
M1 and the deceleration start timing S1.

More specifically, the relationship between the operational
status of the first motor M1 and the deceleration start timing
S1 is determined by the specified paper sheet length. In the
exemplary embodiment, the transport mode is switched
depending on the specified paper sheet length.

The transport modes are specifically described below.

Afirsttransport mode is described with reference to FIG. 7.
FIG. 71is atiming diagram illustrating the operation of the first
motor M1 in the first transport mode.

When the leading end PL of the paper sheet P reaches the
discharge port 27 as a standby position in the first transport
mode (a first mode or a first control operation), the third motor
M3 is halted, and the first motor M1 is also halted. The first
motor M1 then causes the paper sheet P to be transported
again and then the paper sheet P is cut.

More specifically, the first motor M1 operates as described
below.

After starting to transport the paper sheet P, the first motor
M1 starts decelerating at the deceleration start timing S1 (at
t711) determined by the timing when the leading end PL
reaches the discharge port 27 and then halts (at t712). The
paper sheet P loops in the movable transport path 25 because
the first motor M1 and the third motor M3 halt at different
timings.

The first motor M1 starts transporting the paper sheet P
again (att713) in response to the instruction information from
the transport controller 30 that has received the paper feed
signal from the image forming controller 60. When the output
pulse count OTP monitored by the transport controller 30
reaches the deceleration start pulse count DSP (at a decelera-
tion start timing S2 at t714), the first motor M1 starts decel-
erating. When the first motor M1 halts (at t715), the ideal cut
line of the paper sheet P reaches the cutter 23. In other words,
the transport of the paper sheet P to the cutting position is
complete. In this state, the cutter 23 cuts the paper sheet P at
the ideal cut line (see label C1 at t716). The first motor M1
starts accelerating again to transport the leading end PL of the
subsequent paper sheet P (at t717).

A second transport mode is described with reference to
FIGS. 8-1A and 8-1B and 8-2A and 8-2B. FIGS. 8-1A and
8-1B are timing diagrams illustrating the operation of the first
motor M1 inthe second transport mode. FIGS. 8-2A and 8-2B
illustrate the state of the paper sheet P and the cutter 23 during
a halt period for the standby state of FIGS. 8-1A and 8-1B.

If'the paper sheet P is transported in the first transport mode
as in a comparative example illustrated in FIG. 8-1A, the first
motor M1 is re-started to move the ideal cut line of the paper
sheet P to the cutter 23 after the first motor M1 is once halted
(the paper sheet P is thus transported in two phases). Depend-
ing on the specified paper sheet length, the output pulse count
OTP reaches the deceleration start pulse count DSP (see a
deceleration start timing S2 at t811) while the first motor M1
is accelerating.

As described above, the first motor M1 that is unable to
immediately start decelerating starts decelerating (at t812)
after reaching the constant speed through the acceleration
operation, and the stop pulse count STP becomes different
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from the pulse count on which the first motor M1 halts
(hatched portion in FIG. 8-1A). As a result, the paper sheet
length of the cut paper sheet P becomes longer than the
specified paper sheet length.

If'the first motor M1 is re-started after the first motor M1 is
halted once as illustrated in FIG. 8-2A, a distance a from the
ideal cut line of the halted paper sheet P to the cutter 23 may
be so short that the ideal cut line reaches the cutter 23 too soon
after the first motor M1 re-starts. In such a case, the halt
timing of the first motor M1 is delayed, and an actual cut line
where the paper sheet P is actually cut is shifted more back-
ward than the ideal cut line. The distance between the actual
cut line and the ideal cut line in FIG. 8-2A corresponds to the
hatched portion in FIG. 8-1A.

FIGS. 8-1A and 8-2A illustrate the case in which the dis-
tance a between the ideal cut line of the halted paper sheet P
and the cutter 23 is shorter than a minimum transport distance
of the paper sheet P driven when the first motor M1 starts to
rotate and then stops within the shortest possible period of
time.

In the second transport mode (a second mode or a second
transport control operation), the paper sheet P is transported
as illustrated in FIG. 8-1B. More specifically, the paper sheet
P is transported to halt the leading end PL upstream of the
discharge port 27 (at t813) instead of placing the leading end
PL at the discharge port 27 as the standby position. In other
words, the paper sheet P is halted once at a position behind the
standby position (see a distance X5 of FIG. 8-2B).

The first motor M1 then starts transporting the paper sheet
P again (at t814) in response to the instruction information
from the transport controller 30 that has received the paper
feed signal from the image forming controller 60. Once
reaching the constant speed, the first motor M1 starts decel-
erating when the output pulse count OTP reaches the decel-
eration start pulse count DSP (see a deceleration start timing
S2 at t815).

If the first motor M1 is driven and then halted for the
shortest possible period of time as illustrated in FIG. 8-2B in
this exemplary embodiment, the distance between the ideal
cut line and the cutter 23 is set not to be shorter than the
minimum transport distance over which the paper sheet P is
transported from the start of the first motor M1. In this way,
this arrangement controls the deviation between the actual cut
line and the ideal cut line, and avoids lengthening the paper
sheet in excess of the specified paper sheet length.

A switching operation between the first transport mode and
the second transport mode is described with reference to FI1G.
9.FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a process of the
transport controller 30.

The transport controller 30 receives from the general con-
troller 90 information containing the specified paper sheet
length (step S901).

In response to the specified paper sheet length, the trans-
port controller 30 calculates the stop pulse count STP (step
S902) and the deceleration start pulse count DSP (step S903).
The first motor M1 is driven, starting to transport the paper
sheet P (step S904). The transport controller 30 starts moni-
toring the output pulse count OTP of the first motor M1 (step
S905).

The transport controller 30 then determines whether the
output pulse count OTP monitored is equal to the deceleration
start pulse count DSP (step S906). If the transport controller
30 determines that the output pulse count OTP monitored is
not equal to the deceleration start pulse count DSP (no branch
from step S906), the transport controller 30 continues to
monitor the output pulse count OTP.
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If the output pulse count OTP monitored is equal to the
deceleration start pulse count DSP (yes branch from step
S906), the transport controller 30 determines whether the sum
of'the output pulse count OTP and the acceleration and decel-
eration pulse count ADP is equal to or lower than the stop
pulse count STP (step S907). If the sum of the output pulse
count OTP and the acceleration and deceleration pulse count
ADRP is equal to or lower than the stop pulse count STP (yes
branch from step S907), the transport controller 30 drives the
first motor M1 in the first transport mode (step S908). If the
sum of the output pulse count OTP and the acceleration and
deceleration pulse count ADP is higher than the stop pulse
count STP (no branch from step S907), the transport control-
ler 30 drives the first motor M1 in the second transport mode
(step S909).

In the operation example of FIG. 9, the transport controller
30 determines the transport mode to be applied (the first
transport mode or the second transport mode) after the paper
sheet P begins to be transported. The present invention is not
limited to this method. The transport mode to be applied may
be determined before the paper sheet P begins to be trans-
ported.

The first transport mode and the second transport mode
may be understood as applicable if the timing of the third
motor M3 halting the leading end PL of the paper sheet P
comes before the timing of the first motor M1 halting the
paper sheet P to place the ideal cut line at the cutter 23.

The paper feeder device 100 may transport the paper sheet
P shorter in length than the predetermined paper sheet length
as illustrated in FIG. 10. FIG. 10 illustrates the state in which
a shorter paper sheet is transported.

If the image forming is performed on the paper sheet P
having a shorter paper sheet length (such as an A4 sheet
arranged in a landscape alignment), plural paper sheets P are
concurrently transported from the cutter 23 to the discharge
port 27 along the paper transport passage R.

By “plural paper sheets P concurrently transported” is
meant that the sum of the paper sheet spacing (paper sheet
spacing X3) and the paper sheet length of a preceding paper
sheet P1 (length L), or the sum of the specified paper sheet
length of the preceding paper sheet P1 and the specified paper
sheet length of the subsequent paper sheet P2 is shorter than
the distance X2 from the cutter 23 to the discharge port 27.

In other words, by “plural paper sheets P concurrently
transported” is meant that the timing of the third motor M3
(FIG. 1) halting the leading end P1L of the preceding paper
sheet P1 comes after the timing of the first motor M1 halting
the preceding paper sheet P1 to place the ideal cut line at the
cutter 23.

As illustrated in FIG. 10, for example, two paper sheets are
transported between the cutter 23 and the discharge port 27.
As illustrated in FIG. 10, the preceding paper sheet P1 is
already cut, but the subsequent paper sheet P2 (the second
paper sheet in FIG. 10) is not yet cut. When the leading end
P1L of the preceding paper sheet P1 reaches the standby
position, the preceding paper sheet P1 is caused to halt and the
subsequent paper sheet P2 is also caused to halt to maintain
the paper sheet spacing X3 between the preceding paper sheet
P1 and the subsequent paper sheet P2.

To supply the paper sheets P having a shorter length in this
way, the paper feeder device 100 transports the paper sheets P
in a transport mode different from the first and second trans-
port modes.

Third and fourth transport modes different from the first
and second transport modes are described below.

The third transport mode is described below with reference
to FIG. 11. FIG. 11 is a timing diagram illustrating the opera-
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tions of the first motor M1 and the third motor M3 in the third
transport mode. In FIG. 11 (and FIGS. 12-1A and 12-1B), the
preceding paper sheet P1 is labeled (1), and the subsequent
paper sheet P2 is labeled (2).

In the third transport mode (third transport control opera-
tion), the preceding paper sheet P1 is transported to the
standby position after being cut while the subsequent paper
sheet P2 is transported to place the ideal cut line at the cutter
23. The subsequent paper sheet P2 is halted with the ideal cut
line aligned with the cutter 23, and then the cutter 23 cuts the
subsequent paper sheet P2.

More specifically, the first motor M1 and the third motor
M3 operate as described below.

The first motor M1 is driven, starting to transport the pre-
ceding paper sheet P1 (att111). After the second motor M2 is
started, the first motor M1 and the second motor M2 are then
halted to place the ideal cut line of the preceding paper sheet
P1 at the cutter 23 (at t112). In other words, the transport of
the preceding paper sheet P1 to the cutting position is com-
plete. In this state, the cutter 23 cuts the preceding paper sheet
P1 at the ideal cut line (see label C1 at t113).

The preceding cut paper sheet P1 begins to be transported
(at t114) when the third motor M3 (and the second motor M2
as well) are driven. In the exemplary embodiment, the third
motor M3 and the second motor M2 are driven after the paper
sheet P is cut. If transport rollers driven by the third motor M3
and the second motor M2 are closed to each other, a loop is
formed beforehand, and the first motor as well as the second
motor are continuously driven so that the loop still remains
even after the third motor M3 is halted. The yield of the device
is thus increased. After a trailing end P1T of the preceding
paper sheet P1 (see FIG. 10) reaches a position of the paper
sheet spacing X3 (see FIG. 10) from the leading end of P2L. of
the subsequent paper sheet P2, the first motor M1 is then
driven, starting to transport the subsequent paper sheet P2 (at
t115).

The first motor M1 starts decelerating when the output
pulse count OTP monitored by the transport controller 30
reaches the deceleration start pulse count DSP (see a decel-
eration start timing S1 at t116). The subsequent paper sheet
P2 is halted to place the ideal cut line at the cutter 23 (at t118).
In other words, the transport of the subsequent paper sheet P2
to the cutting position is complete. In this condition, the cutter
23 cuts the subsequent paper sheet P2 at the ideal cut line (see
label C2 at t119).

The third motor M3 starts decelerating (see a deceleration
start timing S2 at t117) and then halts to transport the preced-
ing paper sheet P1 to place the leading end P11 at the standby
position. In response to the paper feed signal from the image
forming controller 60, the third motor M3 is driven to dis-
charge the preceding paper sheet P1 to the image forming
apparatus 200 (at t110).

A fourth transport mode is described with reference to
FIGS. 12-1A through 12-1C and FIGS. 12-2A through
12-2C. FIGS. 12-1A through 12-1C are timing diagrams
illustrating the operations of the first motor M1 and the third
motor M3 in the fourth transport mode. FIGS. 12-2A through
12-2C illustrate the operation of the cutter unit 23 and the
paper sheet P in contrast to the stationary period caused by the
standby state of FIGS. 12-1A through 12-1C.

The paper sheet P may be transported in the third transport
mode as in a comparative example where the specified paper
sheet length falls within the predetermined range illustrated
in FIG. 12-1A. When the subsequent paper sheet P2 is trans-
ported to the cutter 23 after the preceding paper sheet P1is cut
(at t1210), the third motor M3 reaches a deceleration start
timing S1 (at t1211) to cause the leading end P1L of the
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preceding paper sheet P1 to reach the standby position. To
maintain the paper sheet spacing, the first motor M1 and the
third motor M3 together are decelerated and then halted.

The preceding paper sheet P1 is freed from the standby
state and begins to be transported, and the first motor M1 then
begins to transport the subsequent paper sheet P2 again to
place the ideal cut line of the subsequent paper sheet P2 at the
cutter 23 (at t1212). While the first motor M1 is accelerating,
the output pulse count OTP of the first motor M1 may reach
the deceleration start pulse count DSP (see a deceleration
start timing S2 at t1213).

Furthermore, if the first motor M1 is re-started after being
halted once as illustrated in FIG. 12-2A, the distance a
between the ideal cut line of the halted subsequent paper sheet
P2 and the cutter 23 may be short. In such a case, the ideal cut
line may soon reach the cutter 23 after the first motor M1 is
re-started.

As illustrated in FIG. 12-1A, the first motor M1 starts
decelerating (at t1214) once reaching the constant speed. The
stop pulse count STP deviates from the pulse count on which
the first motor M1 actually halts (as denoted by a hatched
portion). The length of the cut paper sheet P becomes longer
than the specified paper sheet length. The distance between
the actual cut line and the ideal cut line in FIG. 12-2A corre-
sponds to the hatched portion in FIG. 12-1A.

In the fourth transport mode (fourth transport control
operation), the paper sheet P is transported as illustrated in
FIG. 12-1B. More specifically, the preceding paper sheet P1
is transported to halt the leading end P1L upstream of the
discharge port 27 (att1221) instead of placing the leading end
P1L at the discharge port 27. In other words, the paper sheet
P1ishalted once ata position behind the standby position (see
adistance X5 of FIG. 12-2B). The first motor M1 transporting
the paper sheet P2 is also halted to keep the paper sheet
spacing X3 between the preceding paper sheet P1 and the
subsequent paper sheet P2.

The first motor M1 then starts transporting the paper sheet
P2 again (at t1222). Once reaching the constant speed, the
first motor M1 starts decelerating when the output pulse count
OTP reaches the deceleration start pulse count DSP (see a
deceleration start timing S2 at t1223).

As illustrated in FIG. 12-2B in this exemplary embodi-
ment, the distance between the ideal cut line of the subsequent
paper sheet P2 and the cutter 23 is set not to be shorter than the
minimum transport distance of the first motor M1. This
arrangement controls the deviation between the actual cut line
and the ideal cut line, and avoids lengthening the paper sheet
in excess of the specified paper sheet length.

In the fourth transport mode, the paper sheet P may be
transported as illustrated in FIG. 12-1C. In comparison with
the case of FIG. 12-1A, a transport start timing to transport the
ideal cut line of the subsequent paper sheet P2 to the cutter 23
is delayed after the cutting of the preceding paper sheet P1 (at
11210). More specifically, a distance between the preceding
paper sheet P1 and the subsequent paper sheet P2 is increased
to a paper sheet spacing X6 larger than the paper spacing X3.

In the illustrated examples, the transport of the subsequent
paper sheet P2 starts (at t1233) after the third motor M3
reaches the deceleration start timing S1 to transport the lead-
ing end P1L of the preceding paper sheet P1 to the standby
position (at t1232). This arrangement controls the lengthen-
ing of the subsequent paper sheet P2 in excess of the specified
paper sheet length.

A switching operation between the third transport mode
and the fourth transport mode is described with reference to
FIG. 13. FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of a process
of the transport controller 30.
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The transport controller 30 first receives the instruction
information containing the specified paper sheet length from
the general controller 90 (step S1301).

The transport controller 30 drives the first motor M1 to start
transporting the paper sheet P (step S1302), and starts moni-
toring the output pulse counts OTP of the first motor M1 and
the third motor M3 (step S1303). The transport controller 30
causes the cutter 23 to cut the preceding paper sheet P1 by the
specified paper sheet length (step S1304).

The transport controller 30 calculates the stop pulse count
STP of the subsequent paper sheet P2 in accordance with the
specified paper sheet length of the subsequent paper sheet P2
(step S1305). The transport controller 30 calculates a prede-
termined pulse count WTP (=the deceleration start pulse
count DSP of the preceding paper sheet P1—the output pulse
count OTP of the third motor M3) that is used to place the
preceding paper sheet P1 at the standby position in accor-
dance with the specified paper sheet length of the preceding
paper sheet P1 (step S1306).

The transport controller 30 determines whether the sum of
the output pulse count OTP of the first motor M1, the prede-
termined pulse count WTP, and the acceleration and decel-
eration pulse count ADP is equal to or lower than the stop
pulse count STP (step S1307). If the sum of the output pulse
count OTP of the third motor M3, the predetermined pulse
count WTP, and the acceleration and deceleration pulse count
ADRP is equal to or lower than the stop pulse count STP (yes
branch from step S1307), the transport controller 30 causes
the first motor M1 to operate in the third transport mode (step
S1308). If the sum of the output pulse count OTP of the first
motor M1, the predetermined pulse count WTP, and the accel-
eration and deceleration pulse count ADP is higher than the
stop pulse count STP (no branch from step S1307), the trans-
port controller 30 causes the first motor M1 to operate in the
fourth transport mode (step S1309).

In the operation example of FIG. 13, the transport control-
ler 30 determines the transport mode to be applied (the third
transport mode or the fourth transport mode) after the paper
sheet P1 is cut. The present invention is not limited to this
method. The transport mode to be applied may be determined
before the paper sheet P1 is cut.

In the discussion of the embodiment, the transport control-
ler 30 may switch between the first transport mode and the
second transport mode, or may switch between the third
transport mode and the fourth transport mode.

For example, the transport controller 30, when placing the
ideal cut line of the paper sheet P at the cutter 23, may switch
from one transport mode to another if the specified paper
sheet length specified in the information from the general
controller 90 is equal to or longer than a length .1 over which
the first motor M1 reaches the deceleration start pulse count
DSP during the acceleration of the first motor M1, if the
specified paper sheet length is shorter than the length [.1 and
equal to or longer than a length .2 that is equal to the length
X2 from the cutter 23 to the discharge port 27, if the specified
paper sheet length is shorter than the length [.2 and equal to or
longer than a length [.3 over which the first motor M1 reaches
the deceleration start pulse count DSP to place the preceding
paper sheet P1 at the standby position during the acceleration
period of the first motor M1 that transports the subsequent
paper sheet P2, or if the specified paper sheet length is shorter
than the length [.3.

More specifically, the transport controller 30 operates as
illustrated in FIG. 14. FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a flow
of'a process of the transport controller 30.

The transport controller 30 receives the instruction infor-
mation including the paper sheet length from the general
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controller 90 (step S1401). The transport controller 30 deter-
mines whether the paper sheet length is equal to or longer than
the length L1 (step S1402). If the paper sheet length is equal
to or longer than the length L1 (yes branch from step S1402),
the transport controller 30 causes the first motor M1 to oper-
ate in the first transport mode (step S1405).

If the paper sheet length is shorter than the length [.1 (no
branch from step S1402), the transport controller 30 deter-
mines whether the paper sheet length is equal to or longer than
the length L2 (step S1403). If the paper sheet length is equal
to or longer than the length [.2 (yes from step S1403), the
transport controller 30 causes the first motor M1 to operate in
the second transport mode (step S1406).

If the paper sheet length is shorter than the length [.2 (no
branch from step S1403), the transport controller 30 deter-
mines whether the paper sheet length is equal to or longer than
the length L3 (step S1404). If the paper sheet length is equal
to or longer than the length L3 (yes branch from step S1404),
the transport controller 30 causes the first motor M1 to oper-
ate in the third transport mode (step S1407). If the paper sheet
length is shorter than the length .3 (no branch from step
S1404), the transport controller 30 causes the first motor M1
to operate in the fourth transport mode (step S1408).

In the second and fourth transport modes, the deviation
between the actual cut line and the ideal cut line is controlled
by transporting the paper sheet P to place the ideal cut line to
the cutter 23. Optionally, the actual cut line may be placed in
advance at a position that is free from a deviation from the
ideal cut line and is upstream of the cutter 23 in the transport
direction.

A fifth transport mode as another exemplary embodiment
as opposed to the second transport mode is described below
with reference to FIGS. 15-1A and 15-1B and FIGS. 15-2A
and 15-2B. FIGS. 15-1A and 15-1B are timing diagrams
illustrating the operation of the first motor M1 in the fifth
transport mode. FIGS. 15-2A and 15-2B illustrate the paper
sheet P and the cutter 23 that are stationary for the standby
position of FIGS. 15-1A and 15-1B.

If'the output pulse count OTP reaches the deceleration start
pulse count DSP (see a deceleration start timing S2 at t1511)
while the first motor M1 is accelerating as illustrated in a
comparative example of FIG. 15-1A, the actual cut line of the
paper sheet P is shifted backward from the ideal cut line and
the length of the cut paper sheet P becomes longer than the
specified paper sheet length as illustrated in FIG. 15-2A.

In this exemplary embodiment, the paper sheet P is trans-
ported as illustrated in FIG. 15-1B. In the fifth transport
mode, different from the first transport mode, the first motor
M1 is not halted before placing the ideal cut line of the paper
sheet P to the cutter 23. The timing (a deceleration start timing
S2 at t1522) when the first motor M1 actually starts deceler-
ating is delayed after the deceleration start timing S1 (at
t1521) that is determined by the timing when the leading end
PL reaches the discharge port 27. The first motor M1 is thus
halted by the stop pulse count STP.

Asillustrated in FIG. 15-2B, the first motor M1 is continu-
ously driven in the this exemplary embodiment, thereby plac-
ing the ideal cut line of the paper sheet P to the cutter 23. This
arrangement controls a deviation between the actual cut line
and the ideal cut line, and avoids increasing the paper sheet
length in excess of the specified paper sheet length. Since the
ideal cut line of the paper sheet P is placed at the cutter 23 in
advance in the fifth transport mode, the re-starting of the first
motor M1 to place the ideal cut line at the cutter 23 becomes
unnecessary. The yield of the device is increased.

The delaying of the timing of the deceleration start of the
first motor M1 causes the paper sheet P to be looped. As
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illustrated in FIG. 8-2B, not only the first motor M1 but also
the second motor M2 is driven, causing a loop in the movable
transport path 25 larger than a loop in a standard cutting
operation.

In comparison with the first transport mode, the fifth trans-
port mode may vary an amount of loop (curve) formed in the
movable transport path 25 in order not to cause the first motor
M1 to reach the deceleration start pulse count DSP during the
acceleration period or the deceleration period. In the above
discussion, the ideal cut line of the paper sheet P is placed at
the cutter 23, in other words, the amount of loop is increased
more than in the first transport mode. The loop may be
absorbed at any location.

If the paper sheet P is to be looped by more than a maxi-
mum amount of loop allowed (accommodated) by the mov-
able transport path 25 in the fifth transport mode (a movable
range of the movable plate 251 (FIG. 3A)) before the ideal cut
line reaches the cutter 23, the first motor M1 may be operated
in the first transport mode.

A sixth transport mode as opposed to the fourth transport
mode is described below with reference to FIGS. 16-1A, and
16-1Band FIGS.16-2A, and 16-2B. FIGS.16-1A,and 16-1B
are timing diagrams illustrating the operations of the first
motor M1 and the third motor M3 in the sixth transport mode.
FIGS. 16-2A, and 16-2B illustrate the paper sheet P and the
cutter 23 that are stationary for the standby position of FIGS.
16-1A, and 16-1B.

The output pulse count OTP may reach the deceleration
start pulse count DSP (see a deceleration start timing S2 at
11612) while the first motor M1 is accelerating after once
being halted (at t1611) as illustrated in a comparative
example of FIG. 16-1A when the third motor M3 transports
the leading end P1L of the preceding paper sheet P1 to the
standby position. In such a case, the actual cut line of the
paper sheet P is shifted backward from the ideal cut line and
the length of the cut paper sheet P becomes longer than the
specified paper sheet length as illustrated in FIG. 16-2A.

In this exemplary embodiment, the paper sheet P is trans-
ported as illustrated in FIG. 16-1B. More specifically, the
sixth transport mode is difterent from the third transport mode
in that the first motor M1 is not halted before transporting the
cut line of the subsequent paper sheet P2 to the cutter 23. The
first motor M1 is thus halted by the stop pulse count STP by
delaying the timing when the first motor M1 actually starts
decelerating (see a deceleration start timing S2 at t1622) after
the deceleration start timing S1 (at t1621) determined by the
timing when the leading end Pil of the preceding paper sheet
P1 reaches the discharge port 27.

When the ideal cut line of the subsequent paper sheet P2 is
transported to the cutter 23, the paper sheet spacing X4
becomes shorter than the paper sheet spacing X3 as illustrated
in FIG. 16-2B. But the paper sheet spacing X4 is still longer
than zero, thereby controlling paper jamming caused by
touching between the preceding paper sheet P1 and the sub-
sequent paper sheet P2.

In the fourth transport mode, the transport of the leading
end P2L of the subsequent paper sheet P2 is halted at the
timing when the leading end Pil of the preceding paper sheet
P1 reaches the discharge port 27, and the ideal cut line of the
subsequent paper sheet P2 is transported in a manner such that
the paper sheets P do not overlap each other with the paper
sheet spacing X3 maintained. A redundant length of the paper
sheet P is absorbed by causing the subsequent paper sheet P2
to curve in a loop in the movable transport path 25 larger than
a standard loop.
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Modifications of the exemplary embodiments are
described with reference to FIGS. 17A and 17B. FIGS. 17A
and 17B diagrammatically illustrate the modifications.

In the above discussion, the first motor M1, the second
motor M2, and the third motor M3 are used to form a loop on
the paper sheet P in response a difference between the speeds
thereof. However, the second motor M2 is not necessarily
used, and the structure without the second motor M2 is also
acceptable.

As illustrated in FIGS. 17A and 17B, only the first motor
M1 is arranged and a clutch may be used to turn on and off to
form a loop on the paper sheet P. As illustrated in FIGS. 17A
and 17B, the first motor M1 drives the feeder unit 10 and the
first rollers 11 arranged downstream of the feeder unit 10 in
the transport direction.

In the above discussion, the movable transport path 25 is
arranged. The transport passage is not limited to any particu-
lar structure as long as the transport passage provides a space
along the paper transport passage R that permits the paper
sheet P to be looped. For example, a first paper transport path
31 and a second paper transport path 33 with the cutter 23
interposed therebetween are arranged to transport the paper
sheet P. One side surface of the second paper transport path
may include an opening 334, and the paper sheet P is allowed
to be looped in the opening 33a.

If the first rollers 11 are arranged upstream of the opening
33a in the paper transport direction, and downstream of the
cutter 23 of the paper sheet P in the paper transport direction,
the looping of the paper sheet P facing the cutter 23 is con-
trolled.

As illustrated in FIGS. 8-1A and 8-1B, and 12-1A through
12-1C, a long length of the trailing portion of the paper sheet
P is transported toward the cutter 23. The standby position is
atthe discharge port 27 in the above discussion. Alternatively,
the standby position may be set up upstream of the discharge
port 27 in the paper transport direction. If the paper sheet
length is shorter than a threshold length, the leading end PL of
the paper sheet P may be transported downstream of the
standby position in the paper transport direction without pro-
jecting the leading end PL out of the discharge port 27.

In the above discussion, the paper sheet P is transported by
halting the first motor M1, and the second motor M2 after the
third motor M3. Alternatively, the first motor M1, the second
motor M2, and the third motor M3 may be concurrently
halted by causing the first motor M1 and the second motor M2
relatively upstream of the third motor M3 to rotate faster than
the third motor M3.

In the above discussion, the stepping motor is used.
Another type of motor, such as a direct current (DC) motor,
may also be used. In such a case, experiments may be con-
ducted to determine how much more the motor rotates by
inertia when the DC motor is turned to off from on, and the
threshold length may be determined in view ofthe experiment
results.

In the above discussion, one of the first through fourth
transport modes is applied to drive the first motor M1. Alter-
natively, the paper transport mode may be switched depend-
ing on the paper sheet P. For example, the first transport mode
or the second transport mode is applied to the preceding paper
sheet P1, and the third transport mode or the fourth transport
mode is applied to the subsequent paper sheet P2. In another
example, the first transport mode or the second transport
mode is applied to the preceding paper sheet P1, and the third
transport mode or the sixth transport mode is applied to the
subsequent paper sheet P2. The transport mode may be
switched on a per paper sheet P basis. In such a case, the paper
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sheet P may be on the standby position with a minimum
possible margin, and the paper sheet spacing is still kept.

Inthe above discussion, the operation of the first motor M1
has been described. Alternatively, the first transport mode
through the fourth transport mode may be applied to the
second motor M2.

The exemplary embodiment is applicable if the preceding
paper sheet P1 and the subsequent paper sheet P2 are different
in specified paper sheet length.

In the above discussion, the paper feeder device 100 starts
feeding the paper sheet P in response to the instruction infor-
mation from the image forming controller 60 in the image
forming apparatus 200. The present embodiment is not lim-
ited to this method. The present exemplary embodiment is
also applicable in an arrangement in which the paper feeder
device 100 starts feeding the paper sheet P after the leading
end PL of the paper sheet P is halted. For example, the present
exemplary embodiment is applicable in an arrangement
where the paper feeding starts in response to paper feed
instruction information from a post-processing apparatus that
performs a binding process on the paper sheet P.

The present exemplary embodiment is also applicable
when the subsequent paper sheet P2 to be cut next waits on
standby if the preceding paper sheet P1 suffers from paper
jamming. In this case, jamming of the preceding paper sheet
P1 is detected, and the subsequent paper sheet P2 is halted. If
the ideal cut line is too close to the cutter 23, the subsequent
paper sheet P2 is halted after the general controller 90 trans-
ports the ideal cut line to the cutter 23. After the jammed
preceding paper sheet P1 is removed, image forming is per-
formed on the subsequent paper sheet P2. If the preceding
paper sheet P1 and the subsequent paper sheet P2 have the
same paper sheet length, an image to be formed on the pre-
ceding paper sheet P1 that has been jammed may be formed
on the subsequent paper sheet P2.

The foregoing description of the exemplary embodiments
of'the present invention has been provided for the purposes of
illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive
or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. Obvi-
ously, many modifications and variations will be apparent to
practitioners skilled in the art. The embodiments were chosen
and described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical applications, thereby enabling oth-
ers skilled in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments and with the various modifications as are suited
to the particular use contemplated. It is intended that the
scope of the invention be defined by the following claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A transport device comprising:

atransport unit that is configured to transport a paper sheet;

a cutter unit that is configured to cut the paper sheet;

a controller that, when transport of the paper sheet is to be
halted, is configured to control the transport unit so that
the transport unit halts an ideal cut line of the paper sheet
corresponding to a specified length of the paper sheet at
amoreupstream side in a direction of the transport of the
paper sheet when a specified length of the paper sheet is
shorter than a threshold length than when the specified
length of the paper sheet is longer than the threshold
length; and

an accommodating unit that accommodates curving of the
paper sheet occurring downstream of the cutter unit in a
paper transport path in the direction of the transport of
the paper sheet,
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wherein the controller adjusts a location where the ideal cut
line is halted, by modifying an amount of curving occur-
ring in the paper sheet in the accommodating unit.

2. A transport device comprising:

a feeder unit that is configured to feed a paper sheet that is
to be cut for use;

a cutter unit that is configured to cut the paper sheet fed by
the feeder unit at an ideal cut line so that a cut paper sheet
has a specified length;

a first transport section that is configured to transport and
then halts the paper sheet fed from the feeder unit so that
the ideal cut line of the paper sheet is placed at the cutter
unit;

a second transport section that is configured to transport a
preceding paper sheet cut by the cutter unit downstream
of the cutter unit in the direction of the transport of the
paper sheet, and halts the transport of the preceding
paper sheet at a standby position;

athird transport section that is configured to transport from
the cutter unit a paper sheet subsequent to the cut pre-
ceding paper sheet toward the second transport section;
and

a modifying unit that is configured to modify a paper sheet
spacing between the preceding paper sheet and the sub-
sequent paper sheet by changing a transport start timing
of'the transport of the subsequent paper sheet by the first
transport section and the third transport section in accor-
dance with the specified length of the subsequent paper
sheet if a timing when the second transport section halts
the transport of the preceding paper sheet comes before
a timing when the first transport section halts the trans-
port of the subsequent paper sheet to place an ideal cut
line of the subsequent paper sheet at the cutter unit.

3. The transport device according to claim 2, wherein the
modifying unit modifies the paper sheet spacing if a timing of
decelerating a transport speed of the subsequent paper sheet
to place the ideal cut line of the subsequent paper sheet at the
cutter unit comes when the third transport section varies the
transport speed of the subsequent paper sheet.

4. The transport device according to claim 2, wherein the
modifying unit modifies the paper sheet spacing by delaying
a transport start timing of the subsequent paper sheet by the
third transport section.
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5. The transport device according to claim 4, wherein the
third transport section comprises a stepping motor as a driv-
ing source, and

wherein when the second transport section halts the trans-

port of the preceding paper sheet at the standby position
followed by the third transport section halting the trans-
port of the subsequent paper sheet, the modifying unit
modifies the paper sheet spacing if a timing of deceler-
ating the transport speed of the subsequent paper sheet to
place the ideal cut line of the subsequent sheet at the
cuter unit comes when the stepping motor is accelerating
after the third transport section halts the transport of the
subsequent paper sheet once.

6. A transport method comprising:

feeding a paper sheet that is to be cut for use;

cutting the fed paper sheet at an ideal cut line so that a cut

paper sheet has a specified length;

in a first transport operation, transporting and then halting

the fed paper sheet so that the ideal cut line of the paper
sheet is placed at a cutting position;

in a second transport operation, transporting a preceding

cut paper sheet downstream of the cutting position in the
direction of the transport of the paper sheet, and halting
the transport of the preceding cut paper sheet at a
standby position;

in a third transport operation, transporting from the cutting

position a paper sheet subsequent to the preceding cut
paper sheet for the second transport operation; and
modifying a paper sheet spacing between the preceding
paper sheet and the subsequent paper sheet by changing
atransport start timing of the transport of the subsequent
paper sheet in the third transport operation in accordance
with a specified length of the subsequent paper sheet ifa
timing when the second transport operation halts the
transport of the preceding paper sheet comes before a
timing when the first transport operation halts the trans-
port of the subsequent paper sheet to place the ideal cut
line of the subsequent paper sheet at the cutting position.
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